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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 
U.S. Appln. No. 10/730,944 (Q78811) 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Original) A face recognition method for recognizing face portions in an image 

based on image data of the image, comprising: 

a detection step of detecting, in the image, eye portions which have undergone a 
predetermined color change, based on the image data; and 

a recognition step of recognizing face portions in the image based on the eye 
portions detected in the detection step. 

2. (Original) The face recognition method according to claim 1, wherein the 
detection step detects red-eye portions in the image. 

3. (Original) A face recognition apparatus which recognizes face portions in an 
image based on image data of the image, comprising: 

a detection section which detects, in the image, eyes which have undergone a 
predetermined color change, based on the image data; and 

a recognition section which recognizes face portions in the image based on the 
eyes detected by the detection section. 
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4. (Original) A face extraction method for extracting face portions from an image 
and generating facial images based on image data of the image, comprising: 

a detection step of detecting, in the image, eye portions which have undergone a 
predetermined color change, based on the image data; 

a recognition step of recognizing face portions in the photographic image based 
on the eye portions detected in the detection step; 

a correction step of correcting the color change in the eye portions detected in the 
detection step; and 

a face image generating step of generating facial images by extracting, from the 
image, the face portions which have been recognized in the recognition step and whose color 
change has been corrected in the correction step. 



5. (Original) A face extraction method for extracting face portions from an image 
and generating facial images based on image data of the image, comprising: 

a detection step of detecting red-eye portions in the image, based on the image 

data; 

a recognition step of recognizing face portions in the image based on the red-eye 
portions detected in the detection step; 

a correction step of correcting the red-eye portions detected in the detection step; 

and 

a face image generating step of generating facial images by extracting, from the 
image, the face portions which have been recognized in the recognition step and whose red-eye 
portions have been corrected in the correction step. 
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6. (Original) An image pickup apparatus which photographs a subject and generates 
photographic image data of a photographic image, comprising: 

a detection section that detects, in the photographic image, eye portions which 
have undergone a predetermined color change, based on the image data; 

a recognition section that recognizes face portions in the photographic image 
based on the eye portions detected by the detection section; 

a correction section that corrects the color change in the eye portions detected by 
the detection section; and 

a face image generating section that generates facial images by extracting, from 
the photographic image, the face portions which have been recognized by the recognition section 
and whose color change has been corrected by the correction section. 

7. (Original) The image pickup apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the 
detection section detects red-eye portions in the image and the correction section corrects the 
red-eye portions detected by the detection section. 

8. (New) The face recognition method according to claim 1, wherein the detection 
step of detecting eye portions which have undergone a predetermined color change includes 
comparing a pixel value of the image data with a reference pixel value which corresponds to the 
predetermined color change. 

9. (New) The face recognition method according to claim 8, wherein the reference 
pixel value is a red reference value or a gold reference value. 
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10. (New) The face recognition method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
predetermined color change is a gold-eye occurrence. 

1 1 . (New) The face recognition apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the detection 
section which detects eyes which have undergone a predetermined color change, compares a 
pixel value of the image data with a reference pixel value which corresponds to the 
predetermined color change. 

12. (New) The face recognition apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the 
reference pixel value is a red reference value or a gold reference value. 

13. (New) The face recognition apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the 
predetermined color change is a gold-eye occurrence. 

14. (New) The face extraction method according to claim 4, wherein the detection 
step of detecting eye portions which have undergone a predetermined color change includes 
comparing a pixel value of the image data with a reference pixel value which corresponds to the 
predetermined color change. 

15. (New) The face extraction method according to claim 14, wherein the reference 
pixel value is a red reference value or a gold reference value. 
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16. (New) The face extraction method according to claim 4, wherein the 
predetermined color change is a gold-eye occurrence. 

17. (New) The image pickup apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the detection 
section that detects eye portions which have undergone a predetermined color change, compares 
a pixel value of the image data with a reference pixel value which corresponds to the 
predetermined color change. 

18. (New) The image pickup apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the reference 
pixel value is a red reference value or a gold reference value. 

19. (New) The image pickup apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the 
predetermined color change is a gold-eye occurrence. 
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